Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Thomas Alfred Matthews
may or may not. Neither of my clerks was with me on that
occasion; I was fetched on the Sunday morning, and I was quite
away from any of my staff. Miss Pearce was present. She opened
the drawers at my request. She did not know what I was there
for, and I did not want her to know. I asked her whether she
had been present when the bur&au was searched by the police, and
she said she was, and my impression is that Mrs. Price was in
the room at the same time, but I would not bo positive.
Did you ascertain from her and Mrs. Price, or either of
them, that this very drawer had been searched by the police, had
been opened?—Yes.
And searched?—I would not say searched. I said, " Did
they open this? " and I mentioned each drawer. I particularly
remember her saying " Yes " to that one, because I was directing
my attention to that one. I think she told me that there were
three police officers, Mr. Crutchett, Mr, Weaver, and Mr. Sharp,
searching the drawers.
Did you hear that in their presence the bureau had been
searched?—I heard they were there- and they opened the drawer.
Did you ask if they found anything?—Not in particular; I
asked what they had taken away, and, of course, she did not know.
She then opened the drawer. I observed the drawer stick when
she was trying to open it. I have a recollection, as I said a
moment ago, that the pillar was loose, and that prevented the
drawer coming fully open, but I would not be absolutely certain
of it. It did not open more than 4 inches. It did not
enable me to see what was at the back of the drawer, but it enabled
me to see, as I thought, that it was perfectly empty. I did not
know the depth" of it; I had not been in the house before.
Did you regard the object for which you had come as one of
very great importance?—I cannot say then. I had been taken
away on a Sunday morning; I cannot say I attached tremendous
importance to it; I assumed they had got it, and there was an end
of it.
You did not use the word " tremendous " ?—You said " very
great."
Did you regard this as of great importance?—I did, and
looking at it since, I regard it as of greater importance.
There was a feature in connection with the case at the time
connected with white arsenic ?—Yes. I had not gone into it fully
with him then.
And you were there for the express purpose of seeing whether
there was white arsenic in the drawer ?—One of the purposes, yes.
The next day the grave of Mrs. Armstrong was opened, and later
in the evening the body was exhumed. Chief Inspector Crutchett
and I went that day to Cusop. We went to Mayfield. According
to my recollection, we did not go into the room where the bureau
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